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About the ORI

The ORI is dedicated to voicing the Ottawa tap dance community.  We 
inspire and nurture the individual artistry of Ottawa’s tap dancers. We 
promote the practice of rhythm tap and improvisation, offer educational 
and professional development opportunities (i.e., tap jams, workshops, 
classes, performances, seminars, etc.) and work with local, national and 
international tap dance artists and musicians to foster the growth and 
development of Canadian tap dance artistry.  

Fall program begins September 2013
Visit ottawarhythminitiative.ca for details. 

(And...if you are a closet tapper, were a tap dancer in a previous life...
or tap danced “a lifetime ago”…and you secretly long to don some tap 
shoes...we can totally hook you up.)

ottawarhythminitiative.ca  

ottawarhythminitiative@gmail.com   
613.799.0386



From the ORI Artistic Producer

What comes to mind when you think about tap dancing?  

Do you see a tall leading man in a top hat and tails whirling a fine lady 
across the dance floor?  Vaudevillians giving the “ol’ razzle dazzle”? Perhaps 
a bevy of high-heeled beauties performing a kick line? A crooner tripping 
the light fantastic? Or maybe hard-hitting floor stompers driving a solid 
funk groove? 

The fact is that tap dancing is not only about what you see.  It’s also about 
what you hear.  

Rhythm tap dancers are crazy passionate about making music:  How it’s 
structured, how to play it, play with it, compliment it, play around it.  We 
ask ourselves, “What do we want to say with our instrument - our feet? 
Our entire body?” We constantly challenge ourselves to take rhythm and 
music to new heights and directions.

In fact, all performers on stage today are passionate about making 
music. And sharing. And community.  

Without a strong commitment to this trinity, neither tap dance nor jazz 
music would be the thriving art forms they are today.  It’s the real reason 
(our secret sauce actually), why the ORI exists, and why this show is 
happening today!

As rhythm tappers, we are musicians and dancers, auditory and visual 
entertainers, artists, creators and performers.

Today you will see a small-but-mighty dedicated group of collected soles 
from Ottawa, Toronto, Montreal, Calgary and beyond, who come with 
varying backgrounds and years of tap dance and music experiences.  All 
have strong voices and a story they want to share. 

Our hope is that we will evolve how you think about and    
hear this tremendously rich art form.

Thank you for coming today - and for letting us be 
seen and heard!  Enjoy the show...and of course, the 
music!

Carole Anne Piccinin, ORI Artistic Producer



2012/13 ORI Concert Group

Marie Brislinger has been dancing for 16 years and teaches in the Ottawa area.  She has completed 
her Advanced II RAD Ballet, and her ADAPT advanced jazz and tap examinations and Teacher Training 
Program. Her students were recently invited to compete at the Dance World Cup and American Dance 
Awards National Title competition. Marie has attended the famous Los Angeles Tap Festival (produced 
by Debbie Allan and Jason Samuels Smith) and currently apprentices with Black and Blue tap dance 
legend Ivery Wheeler. Marie also holds a BSocSc from the University of Ottawa. She is proud to 
contribute and be a part of the ORI, and to grow as a tap dancer and performer through this exciting 
new community and professional concert production.

Carmelle Cachero has been dancing since the age of five, taking the traditional route training in 
Ballet, Tap and Jazz; however, tap dance has been her constant.  After a trip to NYC taking classes from 
various Tap Masters, sitting in on jams and also attending the NYC Tap Festival, she was inspired by 
the tap community and culture to say the least. This inspiration led to her co-founding the West Coast 
Tap Dance Collective with Jennifer Bishop which promotes the art form of tap dance by hosting tap 
jams, producing a yearly show for Tap Dance Day, and honouring Canadian tap artists.   Throughout 
the years she has performed with The Urban Tap Squad, Beat Feet Divaz and now is very excited to have 
connected with a great group of Hoofers in Ottawa and to be a part of the ORI.  In her professional 
life she loves her work as a Sign Language Interpreter and in her personal life loves being a mother to 
four wonderful children.

Patrick Kidney started step dancing at the age of five and took interest in other styles at 13.  Since 
then he has competed in jazz, contemporary, hip-hop, step and tap across the continent with Denise 
Smith Dance Studio and Greta Leeming Studio of Dance.  In 2011 he competed with the Canadian National 
Tap Team at the World Championships in Riesa, Germany. Now 19, Patrick is enrolled in Carleton 
University’s Industrial Design program.  He has done so in further pursuit of his passion for visual 
arts, which was cultivated during his four-year Canterbury High School Visual Arts program.  Patrick 
is excited about the opportunity to work with the ORI and to pursue tap dance in a professional 
concert environment.   

Lisa Kilner, originally from Vancouver, is trained in ballet, jazz, hip hop and tap.  Her love of tap 
dance prevailed over the years, and when she moved to Ottawa in 2007 she continued her studies 
with Darin Kyle (2001 World Solo Tap Dance Champion) and later with Carole Anne Piccinin (one of 
Darin’s early teachers). Lisa has also performed with Ottawa’s Suzart Productions, most recently in the 
production of Anything Goes.  She is grateful to have found the ORI, for the connections she has made 
to local, national and international tap artists, and is excited to continue her journey in the rhythm 
tap tradition.

Carole Anne Piccinin founded the ORI out of a life-long passion to explore the art of tap dance 
as a percussive form in a musically authentic and community-focused way. She has studied dance 
since age six, having lived the lives of performer, teacher, choreographer and adjudicator along the 



way.  After a 12-year dance hiatus - to set her young sons off on the right foot (or left foot, depending 
on what the choreographer wants) - she made a pilgrimage to New York to study with Tap Master 
Heather Cornell and kick-started her artistic life back into high gear. Carole Anne credits William 
Orlowski (National Tap Dance Company of Canada) for making the connection for her as a child that tap 
is music.  She has created and taught dance and music programming for a multitude of dance schools 
and musical theatre youth companies, the Ottawa Public School Board, the City of Ottawa and the 
Canadian Children’s Museum (Musicworks!). She is on the Canada Dance Festival board of directors, 
and is the owner of Savvy & Knowhow PR and Arts Savvy Productions.

Peggy Soria is an emerging dance artist.  She has recently completed one year of study at the 
acclaimed, Ecole Nationale de Cirque focusing on dance trapeze while practicing in other circus arts. She 
is an award-winning graduate of the Canterbury High School dance program.  She has participated in 
dance competitions throughout Canada and the US, and this year won her second title as American 
Dance Awards Dancer of the Year with her self-choreographed contemporary solo. Peggy has always 
had a love for tap dance. She has had strong showings with her competitive tap dance work, and is 
excited to perform in her first professional tap show with the ORI.

Simon Young expresses and connects with his creativity as a visual artist and a dancer, a journey 
that lead him to the ORI. His visual arts studies began at the University of Ottawa with a strong focus 
on painting, photography and sculpture. He continued his artistic growth by completing a M.A. in 
Creative Arts Therapies. During this time his love for dance grew in parallel, studying a range of 
styles including ballroom, Latin, swing, and B-boying. His visual arts training allows for a natural 
bridge that, combined with passion for different dance styles, enables a versatile, well-rounded and 
unique artistic perspective. Simon has been tap dancing for four years.  This is his first large-scale tap 
performance.

Participating Artists

Eric Allan first learned to tap dance at age five at an Ottawa community center. While he has 
studied other dance forms, tap has always been his passion. He represented Canada at the 2011 and 
2012 World Tap Dance Championships winning 4th overall in the Trio and 6th overall in the Duo 
categories. During those same years, he was a full scholarship recipient with the Chicago Human 
Rhythm Project where he worked with tap icons including Jason Samuels Smith, Derick Grant and 
Dormeshia Sumbry-Edwards. Eric is now works and performs with TRI.

Ryan Foley has had the opportunity to perform and train with many talented artists including tap 
legends Gregory Hines, Savion Glover, Heather Cornell, Jason Samuels Smith and Chloe Arnold. He 
has worked alongside Rex Harrington, Evelyn Hart, and Linda Garneau. He has worked with the Bare 
Naked Ladies, blues legends Harrison Kennedy and Michael Pickett, to hip hop artists including Koss, 
Mystro Fresh West and Snow.  Ryan teaches and performs regularly with TRI spreading his passion for 
the craft of rhythm tap to whomever will listen. 

Dianne Montgomery has performed with tap companies Turn On the Tap and T.O. Tap, in jazz 
clubs with musicians Alex Pangman and Kevin Clark and on several musical albums, including those of 
Paul Moran, Jimmy Dowling and Michael Martins. She is a contributor to Sook-Yin Lee’s Definitely 

BRAVO!

The ORI greatly appreciates the kindness, generosity and/or artistry of the following really 
terrific people, businesses and organizations shown since our very beginning back in 2011:

Heather Cornell (Master Tap Artist, Choreographer, Teacher - NYC), Allison Toffan (2012/13 
ORI Artist-in-Residence) and members of Toronto Rhythm Initiative, Alana Hock, Rebecca 
Giesbrecht, Dianne Montgomery, Tero Hollo and Kris Perrault (Victory Arts), Andrew Prashad 
(for his dancing…& technical expertise!), Tasha Lawson, Tanya Rivard, Thomas Wadelton, Ryan 
Foley, Andrew Prashad (for his dancing AND technical expertise!), Mackenzie Greenwell, Stephanie 
Cadman, Eric Allan, Paul Cardegna, Renee Yoxon, Craig Pedersen, Francois Gravel, David Pontello, 
Alex Moxon, Amy Cervini, Jasmine Lee, David Cox, Mike Firth, Danielle McNeil Taylor, Kathy 
Armstrong, Renzo Cecchetto, Cathy Piccinin, Morgan Currie, Marisa Cecchetto, Agnes Piccinin, 
Deb O’Connor, Gabriela Albarracin, Shirley Anne Off, Leisl Adams, Ottawa-Gatineau area tap 
dancer teachers and studio owners, and especially Dance with Alana Studios, Lorna’s Dance 
Collective, Chad Wolfe School of Music and Dance, and Capital City Dance for their sharing/rental 
of their studio space, Bridgehead Roastery, Sandro Bincoletto, Vanh Phonekèo, Dimitrie Cepisca, 
Rebeka Tekle, Melanie Clement, Sabena De Mel, Deborah Lamothe, Carol Bachelu, and Fiona 
Melko.

Without you, the ORI wouldn’t have much of a leg to stand on.  
(Ba-dum-bum.)

Vocalists

Mackenzie Di Millo is a young and growing part of Ottawa’s music scene. A graduate of Canterbury 
High School Vocal Performance program, and a current member of Carleton University’s Bachelor 
of Music Jazz vocals program, she is presently studying under the direction of Jazz artist Roxanne 
Goodman. Mackenzie can be found performing in venues all across town with her band “Monday I 
Retire”, from the Blacksheep Inn to Westfest to the Algonquin Commons Theatre.  Alongside her 
brother Ben, also a member of “Monday I Retire”, Mackenzie has performed at countless events 
including numerous Queen’s Diamond Jubilee ceremonies, and many charitable functions. Mackenzie 
looks forward to expanding her horizons by performing alongside the many talented ORI artists. 

Lee Hayes is an award-winning Canadian songwriter and CMFA nominee and a full-time singer, 
songwriter, arranger and voice teacher.  She is known internationally for her A Cappella groups 
Malaika and Cantarra, and on Showtime for her song “I Should Have Been David Duchovny’s Bride” 
(Californication). Locally, Hayes has become Ottawa’s busiest choir director and vocal coach! Hayes 
is the director of two community choirs, both sponsored by the Ottawa Folklore Centre.  In addition 
to her private studio vocal classes, Hayes regularly teaches Pop, Folk, Funk, Jazz, and World Beat 
Vocal Harmony classes at the OFC, and also conducts a week-long Vocal Harmony workshop in Cuba 
every winter.  Lee and her Sunday Jazz class performers are pleased to be contributing today as music 
and rhythm makers in ORI’s Collected Soles!

Renée Yoxon is a central figure in Ottawa’s jazz scene thanks to her grace, captivating presence and 
beautiful voice. In only a few short years, Renée has firmly established herself as a musician dedicated 
to the art of jazz singing. In 2005, while pursuing her bachelor’s degree in physics, Renée began her 
jazz studies with acclaimed Toronto jazz vocalist Tena Palmer. She has since released two full length 
albums, received an Astral Emerging Artist Award, and attend the Banff International Workshop in 
Jazz and Creative Music. Renée continues to write, teach, and perform at her home in Ottawa. 



Not the Opera, and is a vocalist on the soundtrack of the feature film Gunless and the Keelor-Pinsent-
Good album Down and Out in Upalong. She opened a film festival in Istanbul with a shadow work 
and has recently art-directed and choreographed the Donna Grantis Electric Band’s video Gold Dust 
Reprise and for PRIDE Toronto. Dianne tap danced on tour with Canadian singer-songwriter Feist 
throughout North America, and is a regular contributing dancer and choreographer in the Talent 
Defined showcases and with TRI. She also teaches privately, and is on faculty at City Dance Corps in 
Toronto.  

Andrew Prashad is a versatile dancer, musician and award-winning actor.  He has studied with 
some of the world’s best tap artists including Savion Glover, Jason Samuel-Smith, Diane Walker, Chloe 
Arnold, Heather Cornell and Lane Alexander. Andrew is a sought-after adjudicator, choreographer and 
instructor. His work has been recognized and awarded in national commercials, theatre productions 
and competitions. Credits include principle roles on television, award winning short/feature films, 
commercials and a music video. On stage, Andrew has been in touring productions of The History of 
Hip Hop, A Chorus Line, Guys and Dolls and has appeared in the Montreal Chaos Festival, Toronto 
and Hamilton Fringe Festivals.  He is on the ground floor of the TRI as a contributing choreographer 
and performer.

Allison Toffan (TRI Artistic Producer) is consistently sharing her passion and developing her 
artistry.  Recognized by both the Canada Council for the Arts and FACTOR, she has been awarded 
grants as an emerging dance artist and a developing musician. Allison has studied privately with some 
of the world’s most sought after masters such as Heather Cornell, Max Pollak, and Brenda Bufalino. 
Regularly collaborating with some of Canada’s finest rhythm tap dancers, she is proud to have launched 
the TRI community, drawing more talented dancers from across Canada to call Toronto their home 
base. Tap dance has taken Allison to various cities in North America and Europe, and she has been a 
guest choreographer and instructor all over Canada. Performing in the Opening Ceremonies at the 
2010 Winter Olympics in Vancouver, she was a featured tap dancer. A graduate of the Music Theatre-
Performance Program at Sheridan College, she has been a member of the dance faculty since 2007. As 
a band member, she is a percussionist with the Toffan-Hiltz Collective, the Samba Punk Soundsystem, 
and the Woodchoppers Association. Allison is privileged to be consistently working with live music 
and is passionate about connecting and cultivating communities of dancers and musicians.

National and International Guest Tap Artists

Tasha Lawson is a performer and educator at festivals throughout Canada, US, Europe and Brazil. 
She has delivered residencies for universities, youth ensembles, professional training programs, and 
teacher training seminars. She was a faculty member for the first Tap residency at Jacob’s Pillow, 
under the direction of Dianne Walker in 2010 and has toured in the US and Tokyo, Japan as Assistant 
Artistic Director for Cirque Du Soleil’s, KOOZA. Ms. Lawson was a principal dancer with Tapestry 
Dance Company for six seasons, and the Artistic Director of the apprentice company, Visions in 
Rhythm. A passionate educator, Ms. Lawson holds diplomas in ‘Dance Teacher Training’ and ‘Dance 
Performance’ from Grant MacEwan University. She is the Founder and Artistic Director Tri-Tone 
Productions, a dance and live music company focusing on concert performance works, education 
and outreach.                                

Tanya Rivard grew up in Montreal and studied with legendary tap teacher Ethel Bruneau. Her 
unique style has earned her a spot in Montreal’s own Dynamix Soles Tap Collective (2005), Caroline 
Pare Dance company (2007) and Metronome Tap company (NYC, 2008). Since 2010 she performs 
with Tapestry Dance Company (Austin TX) under the artistic direction of Acia Gray. She has 
performed in Tapestry productions including the acclaimed Souls of our Feet with Arthur Duncan and 
the Vaudeville-esque “April Fools” where she performed the incredibly difficult Holst Sister’s chain 
gang tap dance. Other notable credits:  Shanghai International Arts Festival, Vancouver International 

Tap Festival, ARTV’s television show Voulez-yous dansez?, The Edmonton Fringe Festival, The 
Montreal International Jazz Festival, Grey Cup Gala, Festival Les FrancoFolies de Montreal, Montreal 
Completement Cirque festival, Festival de danse Encore and Cirque du Soleil. Tayna is the producer 
of the July 5-7, 2013 Montreal Tap Dance Festival honoring the great Legends of Rhythm. She invites 
you to come and celebrate with featured guest Arthur Duncan and the sensational international 
faculty!  tapmontreal.com 

Thomas Wadelton is from Melbourne, Australia. Since age four he has been dancing, music making 
and playing in the sun. Two people who have made the largest impact on his education growing up were 
Christopher Horsey, founding member of Tap Dogs, and Grant Swift, artistic director of the Swift 
Rhythm Hoofers and the first Melbourne International Tap Festival.  Since 2010 Thomas performs 
with Tapestry Dance Company (Austin TX) under the direction of Acia Gray.  He has performed 
around the world including: Tapestry’s 2011 China tour Souls of Our Feet, Festival International 
Danse de Encore Québec, Peter Norton’s Symphony Space New York, the Vancouver International 
Tap Festival, The Long Center for the Performing Arts, Matt Shield’s Tapestry on the Fringe.  Major 
Australian events include The Falls Music and Arts Festival, Melbourne International Tap Festival 
2008/2012, the Bohemian Masquerade Ball, and the Melbourne Summer Arts Festival.

Musicians

François Gravel – Piano
Francois has collaborated with several Outaouais musical groups such as Mehdi Cayenne Club, Melissa 
Pash, Tricia Foster and Les Chiclettes. In 2009, he joined jazz vocalist Renée Yoxon with whom he 
formed a jazz duo that plays regularly in the Ottawa music scene. As a musician, he has performed 
many times on stages throughout Ottawa, Montreal and abroad. In addition to having received his 
early musical training at a Saguenay QC convent, he has studied harmony and counterpoint with 
avant-garde composer Pierre Plante, and has furthered his musical education at the University of 
Montreal. François is also writes music for short films and commercials in his spare time.

Craig Pedersen (Musical Director) – Bass 
Craig is an award winning trumpeter, bassist and composer and is one of Ottawa’s busiest musicians.  
Since moving from Victoria, BC, via Montreal three years ago, he has performed with nearly every 
major jazz and classical ensemble in town, has been an active freelance musician and has co-founded 
a twice-a-month improvised music concert series which has features the finest improvising musicians 
of Ottawa/Outaouais.  A 2012 City of Ottawa Arts Grant recipient, a 2011 Canada Council 
Professional Musician grant winner, 2009 participant in Dave Douglas’ International Workshop in 
Jazz and Creative Music in Banff, AB, and 2009 participant at Ed Carroll’s Center for Advanced 
Musical Studies at Chosen Vale, Craig has quickly become an indispensable musician in the Ottawa, 
and eastern Canadian music scene.  www.craigpedersen.com

David Pontello – Percussion
David is a Toronto born-and-raised drummer/percussionist now happily living in the Nation’s 
capital. He obtained a Bachelor of Fine Arts in Music from York University, and subsequently spent 
7 years studying with renowned drum set teacher Jim Blakley. In addition, David holds his Grade 
8 Piano certificate from the Royal Conservatory of Music and studied jazz piano for 8 years with 
noted instructor Brian Rudolf.  In Toronto, David’s work as a freelance musician included extensive 
playing, touring and recording with folk singer-songwriter Justin Rutledge and Louisiana-Cajun band 
Swamperella, The Doo Wops, Sarah Calvert and David Hein, among others.  He also performed in 
extended runs of the hit musicals “Evil Dead:  The Musical” (Just For Laughs, Toronto and Montreal) 
and “My Mother’s Lesbian Jewish Wiccan Wedding” (Mirvish Productions, Toronto). Since being in 
Ottawa, David has quietly-but-quickly established himself on the local music scene.  He regularly plays 
with vocalist Renée Yoxon, singer-songwriter Glenn Nuotio, and jump blues veterans The Jivewires.


